Artificial Intelligence & Photography 


Preface 


“There is no particular class of photograph that I 
think is any better than any other class. I’m always 
and forever looking for the image that has spirit! I 
don’t give a damn how it got made.” - Minor 
White, date unknown 


With Artificial Intelligence, it is now possible to 
create images for fine art photography or for the 
purpose of visual communication. It is a new 
medium with all of the flaws, limitations and 
potentialities of any new medium. Therefore, if we 
find cause to criticize it, that does not mean we 
should not take a good look at it’s potentialities 
and look at it with an open mind. 


When photography first came on the scene, it too 
had many technical limitations in addition to the 
fact that it was not accepted as an art form. Alfred 
Stieglitz was instrumental in helping to gain 
photography’s acceptance as fine art and now it is 
fully recognized as an art medium in its own right. 


Art evolved from cave paintings and went through 
all kinds of art movements and new directions—as 
has photography. Today, technical changes have 
greatly affected what photographers can achieve. 
Photographs cannot be considered as reality— 
although they probably come a little closer to it than 
any other medium. But, what about surreal 
photographs, multiple exposures and photo-shop? 
We accept them all if they can help us to create an 
image that is technically good and enables us to 
evoke the idea or feeling that we wish to evoke in the 
viewer. 


We should look upon the creation of images with 
artificial intelligence as a tool. We can use it when it 
is useful—or we can use another tool when it is not. 
We can learn to understand what it is able to do well 
and what it is not capable of at the present time. But, 
rest assured, it will change over time. 


In my experiments with it, it has demonstrated that 
it can do some things that are truly amazing and 
would be very time consuming or impossible to 
emulate in any other way. Some images are 
interesting and closer to what I had previsualized 


to what I was seeking than others. Others are not 
as good technically as I would have liked and 
required enhancement with photo-shop. 


When using Artificial Intelligence to create an image, 
I learned that I am no longer making a photograph but 
I am functioning more like a picture editor and an art 
director. My role changed from making a photograph 
to planning what I wanted the photograph to be and 
then selecting from the images that had been created. 
Sometimes, there were surprises and the images were 
really quite fascinating. It soon became apparent that it 
is amedium of serendipidity or chance. 


Sometimes chance produces photographs that can be 
very interesting and so that is a good thing. In order to 
be creative, we should expect the unexpected or else 
we won’t find it. What we arrive at in this way, may 
be better than what we had consciously planned. 


The Photographs 


When using the Creative Image Generator, it is 
necessary to plan what type of photograph or art 
you are looking for. The more specific your 
directions are, the better. For example, I might 
write: Create a fine art photograph of a circus 
setting and make a close-up environmental portrait 
of a very tall man and a very short man under soft 
diffused daylight. If I wanted it to be in black and 
white, it was necessary to write those instructions 
or else the photograph would be in color. You 
could use terminology like create a multiple 
exposure of... Or, create an abstract photograph of 
a man’s head on a wall that is deteriorating etc.. 


The waiting time for the image to be created is 
very short and there was always a selection of 
several images available for downloading. The 


images were created in JPG file format and limited 
megapixels. 


Sometimes the image quality was pretty good but 
often it required some enhancement with a photo- 
shop program to improve technical quality such as: 
cropping, brightness, contrast or re-sizing. In this 
way, you could turn it into a TIF file if you desired 
as well. 


There may be occasions when it misspells text or 
creates a visual situation that is not possible or 
plausible. Therefore, it is necessary to be aware 
that some images will be acceptable and others will 
not. If you wish to create a fantasy situation in the 
photograph, impossible situations are not important 
but they are important if the situation is supposed 
to depict a true to life kind of image. 


Good photographers are selective and edit their 
photographs. The photographs that are not 
selected may be considered as sketches for future 
ideas. At times, the photograph that happens by 
chance, can be a very fine and powerful image. 


Making images with Artificial Intelligence should be made 
keeping this in mind. The user of the medium should look upon 
himself or herself as a picture editor and art director who plans, 
creates, and edits photographs. Since no camera is involved, he or 
she does not take a photograph but makes them with the tool of 
Artificial Intelligence Image Generation. This person should not 
take sole credit for the photograph but rather is a human collaborator 
in their making. Neither the person involved or the process of 
Artificial Intelligence is the sole creatorof the image. Skill with the 
handling of a camera and photographic lighting is not as important 
as a knowledge of photography, lighting and photographic aesthetics 
in order to make such photographs. 


Photographs made by Artificial Intelligence may not be intended 
by the human maker of the image at all. On the other hand, the 
photograph may have been created with symbols and objects that 
reveal the intent of the picture’s maker very well. Nevertheless, the 
photograph will cause associations within the viewer to occur. 
Therefore, a valid “reading” of the photographs as to what it may 
communicate or what ideas or emotional feelings it may evoke is 
still possible. Whether the creator of a picture is a photographer, an 
artist, or a user of Artificial Intelligence Image Creation, it is 
important to “read” the image in order to insure that it will convey to 
the viewer the idea, feeling or emotion that the maker of the image 
intends it to convey. This can be accomplished by using visual 
symbols that the viewer will be able to understand and by using a 
title that will guide the viewer’s associations in a particular direction. 
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